
WAGE FIGHT URGED \
ON METAL WORKERS I

Union President Also Says
That Increased Hours
Are Not Justified.
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ASKS A UNITED STAND »
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Building Material Men Are i

Blamed for Excessive Cost i"
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TO OPPOSE OPEN SHOP a
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Present Unemployment Said tlJ

to Be Handicap 011 Organ- I
ized Labor. Ji

ti

Denver, June 8..Joint action by all ts

the metal working: trades unions In r
the country to resist further reduc- tl

tjons in wapos and increases in the N

hours of labor was urgred to-day by
James O'Connell, president of the t]
Metal Trades department of the Amer- p

lean Federation of Labor, in his an- ®'

nual address to the department's convention.f
Building trades workers also were J.'(

warned that further wage cuts were

not justified by William Spencer, secretaryof the Building Trades department,in his address before the de- [
partment's convention. He placed the
responsibility for excessive building o

costs upon the building materials
dealers of the country and not on ,,
labor. b

President O'Connell of the metal -J
trades, asserted that the proposed plan "

for united action in the metal trades did a

not Involve the "one big union" tdea, but v

its purpose was to secure a closer and
more direct co-operation between afflllat- t
cd organizations. This would also enable '

the metal trades, he said, to act as a r
unit in opposing employers' attempts to a

abolish collective bargaining, the non- t
union shop and compulsory signing of
individual contracts.

'r
a

Material Prices May Go Hp. 11
p

The labor official said the contractors n
' ould require agreements from the n
building materials dealers also if they i,
"are sincere in their efforts to reduce 0
building prices and want to be fair with
the building public as well as the n
worker." u

While some building materials have u
temporarily declined in price, Mr. Spen- t<
ccr said there was no guarantee that tl
niKiier priiTB wuuia nut mm;uiiic iiiinrc- p
dlately effective with the resumption of n
business. b
The secretary's report showed that the s|

membership of the building tradC3 departmenthad Increased 62,815 for the 4
year.

J. C. Bulger, secretary of the ColoradoState Federation of Labor, In ad- i
dressing the convention declared that
unscrupulous employers In their efforts
to destroy the trades union movement
were directing their fight on the build- s
lug trades, the basic unionized trade in r
the United Stutes. u

Slight wage reductions are necessary n
In some places, Mr. Bulger said, but tills c
Is not true in all communities.

in the convention of the Metal Trade v
Workers President O'Connell declared t:
that It was unscientific and impossible to
base wage reductions accurately on the rr
cost of living, and urged that the met*! rr
trades organizations discontinue any d
effort of trying to base wages on the t<
prevailing coat of living, and devote its si
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~OOD PRICES I
FASTER THAN
figures Since 1914 Show

for Clothing, Fuel an

Average Ameri(
.1.

The eo3t of food in New York city !n
[ay was 42.5 per cent, higher than it
as in 1914, but 31 per cent, less than
was last December. Taking the coun-

ry as a whole the cost of food was 52
er cent, higher last month than In
914, but 41 per cent, leas than it was

i December.
However, New Yorlt city's clothing is

igher In price than it is in the country at
irg«. Last month New York was payig159.5 per cent, more for raiment
lan in 1914, while the country In genralpaid but 68 per cent, more than It
id seven years ago. High as hotuse rent
ere uppears to be, though, the country
s a whole is paying 71 per cent, more
ian it <lld in 1914 and 5 per cent, more
nan it did in December, while New
'orlt city is paying but 42.2 per cent,
tore to-day than in 1914 and only 4
er cent, more than in December. You
lay take what comfort you can out of
iat.
These figures are taken from the tables
isued yesterday by the National rnuatrlalConference Board and the
rnltcd States Bureau of Labor Statistics
irougn the Publishers Association of
i»w York city. They show that the
ombined cost of food, shelter, clothing,
jel, light and sundries that round out
le circle of living necessities was 65.7
er cent, greater In May all over the
ountry than in 1914. But here in New

nergies toward "deciding what we becveshouid be our wages and condionsof employment."
Uflll nno II till Alt.

Asserting that labor must not submit
o the "open shop" or "American plan."
he speaker said:
"We have proved our Americanism and
ur loyalty to our country and Its intitutions.Wo have not gouged the
iovernment. nor have we in any way
roflleered. Those employers who have
houted from the housetops of their
,mercardsrn have frequently shown up
s profiteers of the most rampant char,cterand burglars of public and pridetreasuries."
More than 50 per cent, of the rrveta
rades unions are unemployed, said Jdr
)'Connoll, adding that unemployment al
bis time is a disease, "more dangerous
,nd more degrading than any plague
hat ever affected the human race."
"It is astonishing." he asserted, "thai
ve have not had during the last yea;
n industrial warfare that would have
aade the Government officials, the
rofiteers and the employers He awake
ights and wonder what the outcome
night be. That this has not occurred is
urgely due and creditable to the leaden
f the trade union movement."
Secretary A. J. Berres of the departlentreported that, owing to the trcasriesof the international unions being

epleted. It was impossible to continue
n resist wage reductions in the face of
lie overwhelming numbers out of emloyment.He urged the convention to
lake plans at once to raise funds and
e ready for a new campaign at the first
ign of Industrial Improvement.

6 SCALE ON FORD RAILROAD,
,lne to Be Operated on "Factory

Basis." flays C'ar Bnllder.

Detroit, June 8..A minimum wage
caie or xt> a 'lay Tor employees of the
>etroit, Toledo and Ironton Railroad
ill become effective July 1 It was anouncedto-day by Henry Ford, who reentlyacquired the road.
On tho same date, he added. the road
ill be operated but six days a week,
raffle from C P. M. Saturday to 6
it M. Monday being restricted to the
llnlmum required in the movement of
illk trains. Mr. Ford said he was eneavorlngto put the railroad on a "facjrybaals," adding that eight hour
lifts for employees whs contemplated.
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7ALL IN N. Y.
IN REST OF U.S.
City Pays More Relatively
d Light Than in Other
jan Communities.

York city it costs 81 7 per cent, more
than in 1914. However, the cost of liv-
ing has dropped 2 4.3 per cent, in the
country generally since December, and
here in '.l is city the tumble approximated20 per cent.
The figures Issued by the National In'dustrial Conference Board takes In

"average American communities." The
unreaii ot L,Hpor niausucs issues percentagesfor New York city. Both show
a gradual decline since .Tune, July and
August In 1920, which month3 appear to
have seen the peak of high prices. Tn
June, 1920, the cost of living here was

119.2 per cent, above 1914. The same
llguro obtains for the entire country in
July and August of that yenr.
The bureau's chatjl has it that food

take.- up 42 per cent, of the family bud-
get. "lothlng 16.0 per cent., housing 14.3
per cent., fuel and light 4.3 per cent.,
furnir.ure 3.3 per cent, and the above
mentioned sundries 18.7 per cent.
The figures for the country at large

show that fuel and light cost 78 per cent,
more last month than In 191-1, but 22
per cent, less than in December. The
same commodities cost New Yorkers
95.9 per cent, more In May than they
did seven years ago and 46.3 per cent.
inurr inau iual Jmniiuu. m uum

words, residents of this city are paying
less for food than the country as a

whole is, more for clothing, relatively
less for their housing and more for their
fuel and light.

POLICE GRAFT SEEN
IN STRIKE BREAKING;

Continued from First Parte.

istratlon. And I am quKe prepared to
discover that in many Instances where
criticism or charges have been levelled
against officials for the way in which
they do their duties an Impartial examinationof the circumstances will disclose
that the laws and not the men are prinIclpally at fault.
"The committee will make as thorougha study of the problem as Its colilectlve Intelligence will permit The

result of Its deliberations will be at the
disposition of the commission of citizens

: and officials that the Governor will ap-wwv;.,* oftor Vnvpmhpr 1
"The tax rate anil the budget have

> reached figures of menacing propor5tions. The city debt has piled up until
> on March 1 last it was $1.505.573,789. The

richest city In the world has reached a

5 i>oint where It is threatened by & deficit
Thero is reason to suppose that if the
minimum demands of the Board of Educationin the 1921 budget are met this
year will produce a deficit In excess of
$20,000,000. And the outlook for next
year is worse rather than better.
"Taxation has readied its limit. It

must come down. The only way to bring
It down is to reduce municipal expenditures,as Gov. Miller has reduced
Htate expenditures. And the only way
to reduce municipal expenditures is to
Install efficient, economical methods of
government. The committee proposes
to show up inefficiency, wakefulness
and extravagance of municipal officials
wherever these factors are discovered.
Wasteful laws and Inefficient govern,mental organization can be cured only
I y charter revision."
Maurice Connolly, Borough President,

of Queens, said that John Phillips, whom
the committee says cannot be found by
its process servers, has been around
that borougli dally for weekrs Mr.
Connolly said that Phillips had been
associated with Joseph Sigereito, contractor,in contracts amounting to more
than $1,000,000. The two fell out. Mr.
Connolly said, over a $H,000 commissionand Phillips spread the story that
the sum was to 'be used for one of Connolly'scampaign funds.
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kets. they began to bargain with Adol
ICahn. The latter was prepared to pa:
a good price. but. as he Intended to rl
out all the Kloebleln fixtures and instn
ari entirely new refrigerating plant an<

other accessories, he was merely buylni
the location and the good will, he said.

Price of $N,«GO \*rrec«l On.

Finally a price of $8,000 was agreei
upon and a dav set when Kahn an<

Kloeblein should meet In the office o

Commissioner O'Malley and arrange fo
the turning In of Klocblein's permit antheissuance of a new permit for tne si:
Kloeblein stands In the name of Adol
Kahn.
Kahn and Kloeblein met and wit'

Kahn were two men, one of whon
Kloeblein says, was introduced to hir
as "Mr. McManus" and the other as "til
Alderman." Kloeblein understood th
'Mr. McManus" to be Thomas J. Mc
Manus, better known as "The" McManus
Tammany leader of the Fifth Assembl
District and one of the strongest Murph
henchmen in 'The Hall." Adolf Kahn'
store at 723 Tenth avenue is located ii
"The" McManus'* district.
The quartet.the two butchers, th

Tammany leader and "the Alderman".
went together, according to the stor:
Kloeblein has told, to Commiaslone
O'Malley's office on the twenty-thin
floor of the -Municipal Building. Ther
they were greeted by Thomas F. M
Grath, secretary to Commissioner O'Mal
ley. McGrath lives, according to th
official directory of city employees, a
421 West Forty-fourth street, which 1
also In "The" McManus's district.

Leader McManus, Kloeblein recall.'
went inside the Commissioner's offio
first and then Kahn and Kloblein wer
introduced to Commissioner O'Malley
The purpose of the visit was gone ove
and O'Malley remarked to Kloeblein:

Permit la Not on Sale.

"Of course, you understand, you aren'
selling this permit, Mr. Kloeblein? Th
law forbids that, you know."

Kloeblein hesitated, thinking of hi
deal for $8,000 with Kahn, Pui he fel
a quick nudge of an elbow In his rib
from somebody standing beside him ani
then answered:

"No, I'm selling my plant and fixture!
"That's all right, then." replied O'Mal

ley, according to the Information no\
In the handa of the Meyer committee"
Investigators. Calling over ill's secre

tary, McGrath, the Commissioner gav
instructions for a new permit coverln
the six stands held by Kloeblejn to b
made out to Adolf Kahn.
The quartet of butchers ami pollt!
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J clans then left ©'Mailer's office and rods
f uptown In Kahn's automobile. "The
" Alderman" was dropped somewhere on

the way uptown and then The McManus
n got out of the car. Kahn and Kloeble'n
[ went on to Tenth avenue.

Kahn grave some Instructions to hia
bookkeeper and signed a couple of
checks. Then he turned to Kloebieln
and said, as Kloeblein has told friends
since:
"You want your cheek? All right.1 Make out a check for $6,250 to Mr.

Kloeblein," whereupon the bookkeeper
p got busy with the checkbook again. Intlformation now available to the com.mittee is that Kloeblein Insisted his

1 rice was $8,000.
B Kahn Is said to have replied that he

had been put to an expense of $3,500 in
the matter, of which Kloeblotn should
stand half, or $1,750.

j finally accepted the check for >.250.® closing the transaction.

New Fixtures Installed.
d
x Within a few days Kahn began tearfing out the Kloebleln fixtures and putting in his own. which wore shipped on
h from Philadelphia by a refrigerating
1. and meet equipment plant there. The
n work of altering the Kloebleln place had
e progressed so far that Kahn undertook
e the task of'closing up his Tenth avenue

place. Yesterday that plant was almost
i, empty and a "for sale" sign appeared
y on the upper part of the building.
y But along came the Joint Legislative
r. Committee and from some source u»nknown there drifted in Information concorningthe Kahn-Kloebleln transaction,
e l.conard Wallsteln took personal charg"

of the matter and put trusted lnvestigaitors to work on It. As a preliminary the
r hooks of Adolf Kahn were subpoenaed
i ind taken to Mr. Wallstein's office,
t where they now are.

An examination of these books showed
that sPVAffll *>rasnr#»n haH hpan moHp In

the books, with Ink eradlcators, in items
t concerning the Kloeblein purchase,
s Handwriting experts were called in am'

expert bookkeepers put to work. The
latter decided that there had been enetries in the boons dealing with three
separate sums. $3,000. $500 and $6,250.
Then there were some new entries of

r $6,260 and $1,750. The erasures and
alterations were such as to make the
whole transaction seem very curious.
The handwriting experts offered a

Solution. The erasures, they said, had' been done with an Ink erndlcator ande
new entries made after that. By the
use of an "ink reviver" the work of
the ink eradlcator was wiped out and

g parts of the old entries made to appear.
^ Through the ink reviver, it was admittedlast night, an entry on the "Kahn
, books appeared which indicated that the
_ name "McManus" had been written on
T the Kahn books and then erased,
s Kahn was sent for and asked to ex-plain. He .maintained stoutly that he
e had deducted $1,750 from the $6,000
g which he hail agreed to pay Kloeblein
e because of the "alterations" which he

had to make in Kloebiein's stands. He
I- denied having paid any money to any-

ng costs r<
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body for getting him the market permit
Commissioner O'Malley was asked

what he knew of the transaction, tie repliedthat he knew nothing more than
that he had Issued a new permit to Kahn
In the regular way. He recalled meeting
Leader MeMantis, but did not connect
him In any way with tno transaction.

Kloeblein was next sought. He was

found to have retired permanently to
his home at 1024 Park avenue, Hoboken,
which, being in New Jersey, Is out of
the committee's jurisdiction. But he
said he would coneult counsel. His
lawyer, Judge A. C. Carsten of Hoboken,
advised him not to put himself In the
Meyer committee's Jurisdiction.

K'lnehle In Won't Testify.

A written stipulation guaranteeing
Kloeblein Immunity from all persecution
for any part In the Kahn transaction
was sent to Kloeblein, but by advice of
hie counsel he still refuses to come here
to testify.
When The New Yokk Herald reportersaw Kloeblein last Monday the

facts as related here were laid before
him. He listened carefully and replld:

"You'V3 got the whole story right
enough, but I won't go over there to
testify. Why should 1 buck up against
Tammany Hall when my lawyer advises j
me not? I didn't do anything wrong. ]
but I'm not going to run my head Into
trouble. Kahn has the place now. and I
aupposc they'll have to revoke his permitif this story gets out. X feel sorry
for him even If he didn't pay me everything.Why shouldn't I say he made a
deduction for alterations? I could say
that if I wanted to, but I'm not going
to say anything."
Judge Carsten when interviewed said

that he had advised Kloeoleln not to
help the Meyer committee, even though
an immunity pledge was given.
"How do we know they'll etick by

that pledge?" he said. "Anyway, why
should we help them get Tammany Hall
into trouble?"
Commissioner or Accounts Hlrshfleld

has been inquiring into the Kahn-Kloebleinaffair ever since it became known
Mr. Wallsteln was busy about it. When
he found the Kahn books were in Mr.
Wallstein's office Hirshfield dropped the
Investigation.

Yesterday a reporter for This New
York Herald sought Kahn at his Tenth
avenue store and at West Washington
Market, but In vain. Alderman Charles
K. MeManus has been asked by Mr.
Wallstein when he "an produce his
brother, "The" MeManus, so that some
questions can be asked of him by the
Meyer committee. But Leader MeManus
still remains unflndable.
And now the Kahn permit is revoked

without explanation and Kahn is minus
all he paid out to get the Kloebiein
stands and permit.

AUSTRALIA TO STUDY U.S. RAILS
Melbourne, June 8..Victoria and New

South Wales, it was announced, are each
sending a delegation of four railway officialsto the United Statu. The Australianswill study the American railway
systems and their operation.
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PULLMAN STRIKE VOTE
HALTS ON A. F. L. ORDER

Conferences for Truce to Be
Held.U. S. Conciliator on

Duty.
Chicago, June «..The strike ballot

among the shop forces of the Pullman
company In more than eighty cities,
which was to have been voted and returnedFriday, was recalled to-day after
a conference of Pullman employees' representativeswith the railway employees'
sIatis rl mnnt t\1 thu im*plf>on l111. »r*

of Labor.
The recall Is only temporary, accordingto Harry Smith, chairman of the

Pullman System Federation, and awaits
the next move by the Pulimu :i company.

C. J. Fury of the Department of Labor
was detailed to Chicago to-day for conferencesaiming at conciliation.
The vote of the men, numbering about

12.000, was in favor of calling a strike,
replies in the bunds of union headquartersindicated, Mr. Smith said. The point
at Issue, as defined by the union, was the
alleged refusal of the Pullman company
to treat with its employees ns to wages
and working conditions as directed by
the Railroad Labor Board.
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